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1. BACKGROUND 

a) CBC have placed the Leighton-Linslade Health Hub as bottom priority of their Hub 

programme. 

b) The BLMK ICB have refused to consider a new GP surgery in Eastern Leighton Buzzard or 

one in Linslade. 

c) 17 May 2022: Dr John Henderson, Director of the Leighton Buzzard PCN, confirmed to 

me that local GPs were short of space and supported the need for new surgeries and the 

Health Hub. 

d) Waiting lists at the three surgeries have ballooned and excessive appointment waiting 

times have become a growing problem for patients. 

e) 13 July 2022: the T&F Group submitted a paper to CBC’s H&WBB. The H&WBB, after a 

confused discussion, called for a “stocktake” report. [Note 1: this was later diverted by 

ICB officers into a report on a national “Fuller Stocktake” initiative unrelated to the 

issues raised in the Town Council’s paper]. 

f) 1 September 2022: the T&F Group discussed the Arcadis Strategic Outline Case. The 

Group agreed to write to stakeholders such as ICB and CBC with a series of Qs about 

progress with the SOC. [Note 2 : no replies have been received.] 

g) 26 September 2022: our MP called a private meeting (no councillors, patients, PPG reps 

or public present) to ascertain whether Leighton Buzzard GPs supported the Health Hub 

and additional surgeries, since he was being told of opposition. [Note 3:  at the public 

meeting on 9 January 2023) the GPs reaffirmed their support.]  The outcome of the 

meeting was a “plan” our MP had asked GPs to prepare.  [Note 4 : on 28.11.22 much 

later ICB announced  that this “plan” was for PCN growth a la Fuller Stocktake  – thus not 

directed to the priority issues of current surgery staffing, Health Hub or new GP 

surgeries].  

h) It should be noted that the effect of the 26.9.22 meeting was to create a hiatus in the 

momentum the T&F Group had generated through obtaining the Arcadis SOC and 

pressing CBC/H&WBB for action. That hiatus has effectively lasted until today’s meeting 

– six months of delay. 

 

2. T&F GROUP MEETING 5 DECEMBER 2022 

a) A Selous attended and updated on the ICB announcement and “15 new staff” to be 

housed at the old Bassett Road clinic under PCN auspices. [Note 5: there has been no 

confirmation of 15 new staff nor is there room at the Bassett Road clinic for such 

numbers.]  

b) The only outcome of this meeting was to invite participation from the PPGs at a future 

meeting for unspecified purposes. [Note 6: no such follow-up meeting has taken place.] 

 

3. BLMK ICB ANNOUNCEMENT 12 JANUARY 2023 

That no money would be made available for a Leighton Health Hub or new GP surgeries in 

the forseeable future. Decision was made at ICB meeting 11.1.23 arranged at less than 24 

hours’ notice. Announcement greeted with local outrage.  SO visited the CBC Overview & 

Scrutiny Committee at Chicksands on 16.1.23 and asked ten questions. I have yet to receive 

any answers. 
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4. PUBLIC MEETING IN THE LIBRARY THEATRE 18 JANUARY 2023 

Town Cllrs Owen, Goodchild and Carberry organised this public meeting to protest the ICB 

decision and also call for action on a Police Contact Hub and a Neighbourhood Plan. A 

capacity audience (approx. 170) attended. As a result, nearly 3,000 residents have signed 

petitions calling for a Health Hub and new GP surgeries as a priority (along with a Police 

Contact Hub and a Neighbourhood Plan.) 

 

5. PUBLIC MEETING AT CEDARS SCHOOL 9 FEBRUARY 2023 

a) This meeting was organised by Andrew Selous MP. The platform party comprised several 

BLMK ICB reps, the Leader of CBC (Cllr Wenham) and Dr J Henderson, Director of the 

Leighton Buzzard PCN.  Approx. 300 members of the public attended. 

b) Although the meeting was billed as about local GP capacity, there was fierce criticism 

from the public about the failure to plan Leighton Buzzard Health facilities such as the 

Hub and new GP surgeries, and the failure to consults the public/patients. 

c) Our MP raised the prospect of progress towards funding new Health facilities via the use 

or disposal of land in Vandyke Road, Leighton Buzzard.  His suggestion was gratefully 

seized on by Cllr Wenham. 

d) Our MP also suggested that the BLMK ICB ought to be able to find £30m for Leighton-

Linslade Health facilities from its annual £1.7 bn budget.  The ICB reps offered no 

response and made no comment on future LeightonBuzzard health facilities. 

e) No specific promises of action were made at the meeting. 

 

6. EVENTS SINCE 9.2.23 

a) 16.2.23: I messaged our MP asking him to 

 Produce immediate action to improve GP and nurse shortages at the three L-L GP 

surgeries 

 Lead a local deputation to CBC to press for supportive (to L-L) action to produce 

proper challenge to BLMK ICB at the H&WBB/O&S Cttee, and on the failing 

infrastructure planning process 

 Press BLMK ICB to public espouse active public consultation with L-L PPGs 

 Demand that ICB/CBC produce a financial plan for the L-L Health Hub and GP 

surgeries that places the Vandyke Road land in context, i.e. as meeting 4% of the 

capital costs 

I haven’t received a reply. 

 

b) 27.2.23: this Council’s P&F Cttee rejected 3-2 a Motion calling on our MP to pursue 

improved Leighton Health facilities, i.e. 

 Action by him now to improve doctor and nurse recruitment 

 Acknowledging that the Vandyke Road land will only fund a tiny proportion of the 

funds needed for a Hub and surgeries 

 Securing a public statement from ICB to real public consultation 

 Securing Government action to press ICB to change its spending priorities over its 

£1.7 billion per annum budget 
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 Changing his emphasis from holding secret meetings to fronting public protest 

 Pressing CBC to replace its failing infrastructure planning process. 

 

The Committee instead supported a Motion calling for a Ministerial meeting, 

although SO quoted a Health Minister letter to our MP dated 2.9.2021 saying 

decisions on local health priorities and funding were a matter for the local NHS (then 

CCGs, now ICBs.).  Nothing further is known. 

 

c)   3.3.23: ICB managers met reps of the three PPGs at the Town Council offices. Some 

improvement in the ICB willingness to consult was apparent.   

d) However an ICB manager repeated that the ICB would not provide a new 4th GP surgery 

and again pushed forward the “Fuller Stocktake” agenda. She was challenged hard on 

her 4th surgery intransigence. 

e) At the same meeting our MP reiterated that the sale of the Vandyke Road land would 

provide funding for the Health Hub and new surgeries. However it was pointed out that, 

if sold, the land might yield maybe £2m, but that £50m was needed to build the Hub and 

Surgeries (without considering annual running costs). Our MP made no suggestion as to 

where the remaining £48m plus running costs might be sourced. It was also pointed out 

that the Vandyke Road land might be suitable for a GP surgery but that a town Health 

Hub needed to be located centrally.  

f) The meeting resolved to produce an agreed statement of desired services for a Leighton 

Buzzard Health Hub. 

g) 9.3.23: our MP issued a Press Release re the Vandyke Road land. The wording of the PR 

is confusing insofar as  

 it conflates three separate urgent Leighton Buzzard healthcare needs, i.e.  

“including the expansion of general practice (4th and 5th surgeries needed), 

community health, mental health (both currently PCN services), reablement (?) 

and hospital outpatient services (part of the Health Hub agenda).” This 

confused wording and the mixing of three separate needs has characterised 

previous announcements from both ICB and our MP 

 it states “There are several streams of revenue which will be provided by these 

facilities to service any additional capital costs of the buildings” – my 

understanding is that it is “these facilities” will not “provide streams of 

revenue”, contrarily they will require funding – and the sale of the Vandyke 

Road land will not provide “streams of revenue” but a one -off capital receipt.  

So what are these “streams of revenue”? 

 It says nothing about the missing 96% capital funding gap, nor how running 

costs (here the words “revenue streams” will become appropriate) are to be 

funded. 

The Press Release tries to offer public reassurance whilst leaving unaddressed the 

reality of missing tens of millions of pounds of umpromised and unplanned 

funding. It leaves unchallenged the ICB’s refusal to destinate funding towards 

Leighton’s Health facilities in the three required directions, viz rectifying 

immediate GP/nurse shortages, Health Hub, and surgeries nos. 4 and 5.  Our MP 

states “I am delighted” but there is nothing here to delight Leighton Buzzard 

residents. The Press Release has the effect of stringing out the hiatus created by 
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our MP’s calling of his 26 September 2022 meeting. Far from speeding up progress 

towards the needed Health facilities, our MP’s interventions are allowing BLMK 

ICB, aided by a supine CBC, to kick the can down the road. Exactly as happened 

with the much-wanted Community Hospital in 2012. 

 

7. CURRENT POSITION 

a) There is no shift in the BLMK ICB position of “no money, no priority”. ICB are prepared 

only to fund marginal gains in the medical ancillaries of the Fuller Stocktake report.  

b) There is no challenge to this intransigence from our MP or CBC. No clarion calls on ICB to 

reprioritise their spending decisions. 

c) Our MP’s current strategy to bring Vandyke Road into the reckoning will produce less 

than 5% of the capital costs of a Hub + surgeries and 0% of the running costs. His Press 

Release makes no mention of this huge funding gap but uses the chimera of the Vandyke 

Road land as a tiny figleaf to cover that gap. 

d) The town surgeries’ PPGs are producing a draft specification of services for a Health Hub 

since neither ICB nor CBC have shown any appetite to do so. 

e) The Town Council have received no reply to their paper to CBC H&WBB on 13 July 2022. 

f) The voice of the public who pay everyone’s salaries is being ignored.  

 

Steve Owen 

Town Councillor 

15 March 2023 

  


